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PART 1

For questions 1-14, choose from the tours A-E. Some of the tours may be used more than once. When more than one answer is required, these may be given in any order.

Which tour or tours would you recommend for someone who:

1 enjoys murder stories? 





1 ..............

2 likes visiting churches?



2 ..............
3 ...............

3 enjoys things to do with the theatre?


4 ..............
5 ...............

4 wants to stay in London?



6 ..............
7 ...............

5 would like to see the finest castle in England?



8 ..............


6 likes ancient history?




9 ...............
10 .............

7 is interested in the British Royal family?



11 .............

8 is interested in classical history?


12 ..............
13 .............

9 is interested in sport?






14 .............

Sightseeing Tours

A Ghosts and Ancient Taverns 
Tonight we explore the crooked alleyways and ancient buildings of the city. Come with us and discover the streets haunted by the infamous Jack the Ripper. With a superb guide and a coach driver who knows every winding alley, explore those parts denied to most tourists. Walk down a medieval street to follow the route of the Death Cart and hear the cry, “Bring out your dead” echo once more through the lanes of the old city. Visit a plague pit where      50 000 victims of the Black Death lie in their awful tomb. Listen to excerpts from Shakespeare’s plays and Dickens’ novels set in the very places which we visit. Follow the Jack the Ripper murder trail and learn the true identity of the Ripper.


B Windsor Castle
Leaving Central London we go direct on the motorway to Windsor. We visit Runnymede Meadows, where in 1215 King John signed the Magna Carta, which gave the people of England the right of trial before punishment. We cross over the Long Walk with magnificent views of the Castle and are soon at Windsor Castle. We see the Guard before visiting the State Apartments and St George’s Chapel. Windsor Castle has been a royal residence since the eleventh century, when William the Conqueror built the fortifications on the site During your visit many treasures will be seen. If the Queen is in residence, we will visit Queen Mary’s Dolls House instead. After the visit there will be time for shopping before rejoining the coach.


C Salisbury, Stonehenge and Bath

Salisbury Cathedral, dedicated to St Mary and founded in 1220, has a beautiful spire which dominates the surrounding countryside. This gothic cathedral is a classic of architecture and mustn’t be missed. We continue to Stonehenge, whose stones have stood for over 4 000 years amongst the burial mounds of a prehistoric community. We are left to wonder at the reasons and intelligence which built this structure so many centuries ago. Our next stop is the ancient Roman city of Bath, whose distinctive Palladian style buildings  create to this day the atmosphere of Georgian England.


D Oxford, Stratford and Warwick Castle

We will have a guided tour of a college before going tom Woodstock, passing thatched cottages en route to Stratford upon Avon, where we will have time for a meal and visit to Shakespeare’s birthplace in Henley Street. We take a short tour of the town to see the Memorial Theatre on the banks of the Avon and also Shakespeare’s grave. We then leave for Warwick Castle, dating back to the fourteenth century and reputed to be the most impressive in Britain. We will see the State Rooms in their original splendour. You may also explore the Dungeons, the Ghost Tower and stroll with the peacocks in the gardens.


E Museums

No tour of London would be complete that did not take in some of the finest museums in Britain. The most famous of all is, of course, the British Museum in Great Russell Street, where we begin our tour. It is indeed one of the best museums in the world, with numerous treasures grouped by date and nationality. Here you will get the chance to see scenes from prehistoric Britain, perfectly preserved Egyptian mummies and a whole range of Roman and Greek antiquities, including the unique collection known as the Elgin Marbles – the famous statues and sculptures from the Parthenon in Athens. And for something a bit more up-to-date, and for those of you who have the energy, a bus will take you to the exhibition of the Guinness World of Records which illustrates feats from the famous Guinness Book of Records. For anyone interested in weird and wonderful world records, from the tallest man to the fastest runner, this colourful exhibition is a must.     

PART 2

Answer these multiple- choice questions about the article:

 Remarkable Charlie

ALEXANDER WALKER looks at his life and times

HE WAS BORN in the slums of south London. He wore his mother’s old red tights cut down for ankle socks. He was sent to a workhouse when was temporarily sent to the madhouse. Dickens might have created Charlie Chaplin’s childhood. But only Charlie  Chaplin could have created the great comic character of “ The Tramp”, whose ragged dignity, subversive mischievousness, hard - grained resilience and soft – hearted sentimentality gave his creator the dimensions of an immortal.

Other countries – France, Italy, Spain, even Japan and Korea – show more surpassing love      (and profit) where Chaplin is concerned than the land of his birth. It’s not just that Chaplin quit Britain for good in 1913 when he journeyed to America with the Fred Karno vaudeville troupe to performs his mime, juggling and comedy acts on the stage where Mack Sennett’s  talent scouts recruited him for the Hollywood slapstick king.

     Sad to say, many English filmgoers between the wars thought Chaplin’s Tramp a bit, well “vulgar“. Certainly the middle – class filmgoers did: the working – class audiences were warmer towards a character who defied authority, using his wicked little cane to trip it up, or aiming a well – placed kick on its broad backside with the flat of his down –at heel boot. All the same, Chaplin’s comic persona didn’t seem all that English or even working class. English tramps didn’t sport tiny moustaches, baggy pants or tail coats: European dictators, Italian waiters and American maitre d’s wore things like that. Then again, the Tramp’s ever – roving eye for a pretty girl had a promiscuousness about it that was considered, well, not quite nice by English audiences – that’s how foreigners behaved, wasn’t it? And for over half of his screen career, Chaplin had no screen voice to confirm his British nationality.

    Indeed, it was a headache for Chaplin when he could no longer resist the talkies and had to find “the right voice” for his tramp. He postponed that day as long as possible: in Modern Times in 1936, the first film in which he was heard as a singing waiter, he made up a nonsense language which sounded like no know nationality. He later said he imagined the Tramp to be an Oxford – educated gent who’d come down in the world fame – and the English would have been sure to find it “odd”.

     He was an immensely complex man, self – willed to a degree unusual even in the ranks of Hollywood egotists. The suddenness of his huge fame gave the freedom – and, more importantly, the money – to be his own master. He already had the urge to explore and extend a talent he discovered in himself as he went along. “ It can’t be me. Is that possible? How extraordinary”, is how he greeted thee first sight of himself as the Tramp on the screen.

    But that shock set his imagination racing. Unlike Buster Keaton, Chaplin didn’t work out his gags conceptually in advance. He was the kind of comic who used his physical senses to invent his art as he went along. Inanimate objects especially helped Chaplin make “contact” with himself as an artist. He turned them into other kinds of objects. Thus, a bust alarm clock in The Pawnbroker became a “sick” patient undergoing an appendectomy; boots were stewed in The Gold Rush and their soles eaten like prime plaice (the nails being removed like fish bones). This physical transformation, plus the adroitness with which he managed it again and again, are surely the secrets of Chaplin’s great comedy. It may be a legacy from working alongside jugglers and acrobats on the English music – hall stage in his youth and developing something of their sensory proficiency. But Chaplin not only charged things with energy, he altered their personalities – and, in so doing, extended his knowledge of his own.

     He also had a deep need to be loved – and a corresponding fear of being betrayed. The two were hard to reconcile and sometimes – as in his early marriages – the results were disastrous. Yet even this painfully – bought self – knowledge found its way into his comic creations. The Tramp never loses his faith in the flower girl who’ll be waiting to walk into the sunset with him; while the other side of Chaplin, the man who’s bought his cynicism dearly in the divorce courts, makes Monsieur Verdoux, the French wife killer, into a symbol of man’s misogyny.

      It’s nice to know that life eventually gave Charlie Chaplin the stable happiness it had earlier denied him. In Oona O’Neill Chaplin, he found a partner whose stability and affection effaced the 37 years age difference between them that had seemed so ominous when  the Santa Barbara registrar, who was marrying them in 1942, turned to the luminous girl of 17 who’d given notice of their wedding date and said, “And where is the young man?- Chaplin, then 54, had prudently waited outside. As Oona herself was the child of a large family with its own turbulent centre, she was well – prepared for the battlefield that Chaplin’s life became as unfounded charges of Communist sympathies engulfed them both – and, later on. She was the fulcrum of rest in the quarrels that Chaplin’s act of stern fatherhood sometimes sparked off in their own large brood of talented children.

     Chaplin died on Christmas day 1977. A few months later, a couple of almost comic body – snatchers stole his coffin from the family vault and held it for ransom: the Swiss police recovered it with more efficiency than the Keystone Cops would have done. But one can’t help feeling Chaplin would have regarded this macabre incident as his way of having the last laugh on a world to which he had bequeathed so many.
1 Chaplin left Britain and went to the USA to 

A  act in movies.             C  direct movies

.
B  perform on the stage.                     D  escape from his mother.

2 British audiences thought Chaplin’s Tramp was

A  heart – breaking.         C  unmistakably English in origin.
B  very funny.                                     D  apparently foreign.

3 The Tramp

A  never appeared in a talking picture.              C  appeared in one talking picture.

B  appeared in several talking pictures.             D  appeared in talking pictures but didn’t speak

4 Chaplin’s comic scenes were

A  carefully planned and scripted.                     C  improvised.

B  planned but not scripted.                 D  improved.

5 When he married his last wife she was

A  17.                     C  37.

B  42.                               D  54.

6 After their wedding Chaplin’s professional and family life was

A  tranquil.          C  turbulent.

B  uneventful.              D  disappointing. 
