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1.
Read and choose the best answer.

1. Albert left his job as a verger because

a) he didn’t like it.

b) He couldn’t do it as there was so much reading and writing involved.

c) He was asked to leave.

2. Albert opened a tobacco and sweet shop because

a) there wasn’t one in the street near where he lived.

b) He had always wanted to.

c) His bank manager had advised him to do so.

3. The bank manager wanted to see Albert because

a) he knew that Albert was having financial problems.

b) He wanted to know how Albert had made so much money.

c) He thought Albert should invest his money more sensibly

4. When  the bank manager found out that Albert couldn’t read or write, he was

a) angry.

b) amazed.

c) amused.

5. Albert said that if he had been able to read and write, he would have

a) had a different type of job altogether.

b) Remained in his old job

c) Made a lot more money. 

The  Verger

Albert Edward Foreman had been verger at St Peter’s, a fashionable church in Neville Square, London, for sixteen years. Albert Edward was very proud of his job and his church. But there was one special feature about Albert: he couldn’t read or write. When one day a new vicar discovered this, he told him that unless he learnt to read and write within three months, he would lose his job. Albert Edward refused and the vicar gave him a month’s notice to leave. That evening Albert sadly locked the church and began to walk home.

 
Albert Edward was a non-smoker and a total abstainer, but with certain latitude; that is to say he liked a glass of beer with his dinner and when he was tired he enjoyed a cigarette. It occurred to him now that a cigarette would comfort him and since he did not carry them he looked about him for a shop where he could buy a packed of Gold Flake. He did not at once see one and walked on a little. It was a long street but there was not a single shop where you could buy cigarettes 


“That’s strange,” said Albert Edward.


To make sure, he walked right up the street again. No, there was no doubt about it. He stopped and looked reflectively up and down.


“I can’t be the only man who walks along this street and wants a cigarette ”, he said “A person who had a little shop here selling tobacco and sweets would do very well.”


He stopped suddenly.


“That’s an idea”, he said. “Strange how things come to you when you least expect it.”


He turned and walked home and his tea. 


Next day he went along the street and by good luck found a little shop to let that looked as though it would exactly suit him. Twenty-four hours later he had taken it, and when a month after that he left St Peter’s, Neville Square, forever, Albert Edward Foreman set up in business as a tobacconist and newsagent. His wife said it was a dreadful comedown after being verger of St Peter'’, but he answered that you had to move with the times, the church wasn’t what it was. Albert Edward did very well. He did so well that in the course of ten years he had acquired no less than ten shops and he was making money hand over fist. He went round to all of them himself every Monday, collected the week’s takings and took them to the bank.


One morning when he was there paying in a bundle of notes and a heavy bag of silver, the cashier told him that the manager would like to see him. He was shown into an office and the manager shook hands with him.


“Mr Foreman, I wanted to have a talk with you about the money you’ve got in deposit with us. Do you know exactly how much it is?”


“Not within a pound or two, sir; but I’ve got a pretty rough idea.”


“Apart from what you paid in this morning, it’s a little over thirty thousand pounds. That’s a very large sum to have on deposit and I should have thought you would do better to invest it.”


“I wouldn’t want to take any risks, sir. I know it’s safe in the bank.”


“You needn’t have the least anxiety. We’ll make you out a list of absolutely gilt-edged securities. They’ll bring you in a better rate of interest than we can possibly afford to give you.”


A troubled look settled on Mr Foreman’s distinguished face. “I’ve never had anything to do with stocks and shares and I would have to leave them all in your hands,” he said.


The manager smiled. “We’ll do everything. All you’ll have to do next time you come in is just sign some forms.”


“I could do that all right,” said Albert uncertainly. “But how should I know what I was signing?”


“Suppose you can read,” said the manager a trifle sharply.


Mr Foreman gave him a disarming smile.


“Well, sir, that’s just it. I can’t. I know it sounds funny, but there it is. I can’t read or write, only my name, and I only learnt to do that when I went into business. ”


The manager was so surprised that he jumped up from his chair. “That’s the most extraordinary thing I’ve ever heard.”


“You see, it’s like this, sir. I never had the opportunity until it was too late and then somehow I wouldn’t. I got obstinate, if you know what I mean.”


The manager started at him as though he were a prehistoric monster.


“And do you mean to say that you’ve built up this important business and amassed a fortune of thirty thousand pounds without being able to read or write? Good God, man, what would you now be if you had been able to?”


“I can tell you that, sir,” said Mr Foreman, a little still on his aristocratic features. “I’d be verger of St Peter’s, Neville Square.”
 2.


Johnny and the Dead




Adapted by Stephen Briggs, from a novel by Terry Pratchett

Johnny and the Dead is a funny play about “progress” and change. Johnny is a teenager who finds he can talk to dead people. In the story he tries to help his friends when they find out that their home („the cemetery”) is going to be sold. This scene comes at the beginning of the play, when Johnny first finds out that he can talk to dead people.

Scene 1  In the cemetery

Granddad:

It’s disgusting, what the council are doing Selling off this cemetery, and for what? Another flippin* office block! There’s history in here.

Johnny:
 Alderman Thomas Bowler.

Grandad:
Never heard of ‘im. I was referring to him. (he points to a headstone)- William Stickers.

Johnny:
Was he famous?

Grandad: 
Nearly famous. Nearly famous. You’ve heard of Karl Marx?

Johnny: 
He invented communism, didn’t he?

Grandad:
Right. Well, William Stickers didn’t. But he’d have been Karl Marx if Karl Marx hadn’t beaten him to it.

 *flipping”- used as a mild way of swearing

Grandad looks at the headstone, which is visible to the audience. It reads “William Stickers. 1897-1949. Workers of the world unit ”

Grandad:
A great man.

Johnny:
(Reading the writing on the headstone) “Workers of the world unit?” What was the “world unit”

William Stickers enters. Johnny sees him but does not react yet.

Grandad:
It should have been “unite”   “Workers of the world unite” They ran out of money before they did the “e”. It was a scandal. He was a hero of the working class. He would have fought in the Spanish Civil War except he got on the wrong boat. I’m going down the shops. Want to come?

Johnny:
No, thanks. Er… I’m going round to Wobbler’s

Grandad:
OK. See you.

Grandad exits.

Johnny: 
(To William Stickers)  Hello.

William Stickers: 
It was s scandal, them not giving me the “e” . You’d think somebody would have stumped up the extra couple of  bob*. What’s your name, comrade?

Johnny:
Johnny Maxwell.

William Stickers: 
What year is this, Johnny Maxwell?

Johnny
Nineteen ninety-five.

William Stickers: 
Ah! And have the downtrodden masses risen up to overthrow the capitalist oppressors in the glorious name of communism?

Johnny:
Um? You mean like Russia and Stuff? When they shot the Tsar?

William Stickers:
Oh, I know that. I mean what’s been happening since nineteen forty-nine? No one tells us anything in here.

Johnny:
Er, well ... tell you what...can you read a newspaper if I bring one in?

William Stickers:
Of course, but it’s hard to turn the pages.

Johnny:
Um. Are there a lot of you in here?

William Stickers:
Hah! Most of them don’t bother. They just aren’t prepared to make effort.

Johnny:
Can you ... you know ... walk around? ‘cos you could get into these things for free and so on.

William Stickers:
It’s hard to go far. It’s really not allowed.

Johnny:
Oh yes. I read in a book once that ghosts can’t move around much.

William Stickers:
Ghost! Ghost!? I’m not a ghost! And don’t you forget that paper, comrade! (William Stickers exits. Blackout.) 
 

* ten pence
1. Find the information in the play to complete these sentences:

1.1. The council are planning to sell the cemetery and to.....................................................................................................

1.2. William Stickers (now dead) nearly invented ...................................

........................................................................................................

1.3. The word unit on the headstone should have been ............................ .......................................................................................................

1.4. William  missed fighting in the Spanish Civil War because he..............

........................................................................................................

1.5. William can read a newspaper but it’s difficult to ..............................

.......................................................................................................

2. Which of the people mentioned in the play are described as:

2.1. a hero of the working class?    
....................................................

2.2. upset because there wasn’t an extra “e” on the headstone?






....................................................

2.3. not prepared to make the effort to read a newspaper?






....................................................

2.4. inventing communism

....................................................

3. Read  the text and then do the tasks.
SECRETS OF THE WORLD’S OLDEST PEOPLE

· In the mountains of Georgia in what was once the Soviet Union, a 60-year old is twice as likely to live to over 90 as the average person in the developed world. Georgians also tend to give birth and work until they are much older. They  live on a balanced and varied diet that includes daily helpings of matzoni, a low-acid yoghurt containing enzymes that are said to reduce cholesterol levels. They live an outdoor life at an altitude of between 400 and 700 metres, they rely mostly on local traditional cures for illness, and they don’t necessarily avoid alcohol or cigarettes. Surrounded by many generations, they remain very much involved with their families. Happiness, Georgian scientists feel, play a vital role in these old people’s survival.

· The remote mountainous region of Bama in China is reputed to have the highest concentration of 100-year-olds in the world, most of them of healthy mind and body. They live on wild grasses snakes and lizards. A local factory brews a wine based on the one Bamans have been drinking for years and which consists mainly of red spotted lizards, three kinds of poisonous snake, dog and deer penises and a mixture of wild grasses and herbs.

· Certain mountainous regions of Japan also boasts inhabitants as old as 120. Their lives consists of hard physical work until late in life- this is now known to reduce both cholesterol levels and the risk of heart disease- and a mostly vegetable diet stir-fried in pork fat. The fat  comes from pigs that are fed on vegetables and is full of polyunsaturates, unlike the fat from the pigs Westerners eat. Meat is eaten only on festival days. There are few cases of the diseases of old age, such as Alzheimer’s, arthritis and osteoporosis: cancer and diabetes are rare, and death is usually caused by pneumonia.

· Currently at the top of the developed – world age league tables of 33 countries is Japan with the average life expectancy of 79.1 – a rise of seven and a half years for men and eight years for women since 1965. Bottom of the league is Hungary at 69.7 years. Britain is at number fourteen. Doctors speculate that  the Japanese diet is responsible for what are the lowest figures in the world for heart  disease. This diet consists of far greater amounts of cereals fish, fruit, and nuts, and much less meat, fat and dairy foods than the British diet.  

1. Answer the questions.

1.1. What are 4 things which we believe help Georgians to live longer?

.................................................................

.................................................................

.................................................................

.................................................................

1.2. What animals and plants does most of Baman food come from?

...............................................................................................

1.3. What is the difference between western and mountainous Japanese pork fat?

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

1.4. What disease do Japanese mountaineers usually suffer from?

 ...................................................

2.Write if these sentences are true or false:
1. Georgians don’t smoke.







..............

2. The Japanese eat a lot of milk products.





..............

3. The Japanese don’t often suffer from heart disease.




..............

4. Japanese women can now expect to live eight years longer than in 1965.

..............

Glossary 


Verger someone who looks after a church


Gold Flake a once-popular brand of cigarette


Gilt-edged securities a form of financial investment which doesn’t lose its value easily


Stocks and shares financial units which make up the marker value of a company. These can be bought and sold on the stock exchange and can increase or decrease in value.











