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SZKOLNY KONKUS JĘZYKA ANGIELSKIEGO – READING-PART ONE

	NAME
	CLASS
	POINTS


Przeczytaj tekst i zaznacz właściwą odpowiedź  na pytania:

Yes, that’s perfectly true. I met Morris Perlman when I was about twenty eight. I met thousands of people in those days, from presidents downwards.

When we got back from Saturn , everybody wanted to see us, and about half the crew took off  lecture tours. I’ve always enjoyed talking, but some of my colleagues said they’d rather go to Pluto than face another audience. Some of them did.

My beat was the Midwest. The first time I ran into Mr. Perlman – no one ever called him anything else, certainly never Morris – was in Chicago. The agency always booked me into good, but not too luxurious hotels. That suited me. I liked to stay in places where I could come and go as I pleased.

It’s all a long time ago now, but I must have been lecturing at the University. I was having breakfast in the coffee shop when a slightly built, middle-aged man dropped into the seat on the other side of the table. He nodded a polite good morning, then gave a start of surprise as he recognized me. (Of course, he’d planned the encounter, but I didn’t know it at the time).

“This is a pleasure!” he said. “I was at your lecture last night. How I envied you!”

I gave a rather forced smile. I’m never very sociable at breakfast, and I’d learned to be on my guard against cranks, bores and enthusiasts. Mr. Perlman, however, was not a bore though he was certainly an enthusiast, and I suppose you could call him a crank.

He looked like an average, fairly prosperous businessman. I assumed that he was a guest like myself. The fact that he had attended my lecture was not surprising. It has been a popular one, open to the public, and of course well advertised over press and radio.

“Ever since I was a kid,” said my uninvited companion, “Saturn has fascinated me. I know exactly when and how it all started. I must have been about ten years old back in the nineteen-fifties. I used to sit for hours trying to grasp the fact that this incredible object, with its silver rings spinning around it, wasn’t just some artist’s dream, but actually existed. It was a world, in fact ten times the size of the Earth.”

“At that time I never imagined that I could see this wonderful things for myself. I took it for granted that only the astronomers, with their giant telescopes, could ever look at such sights. But then, when I was about fifteen, I made another discovery – so exciting that I could hardly believe it.”

“And what was that?” I asked.

“I found that any fool could make a high-powered astronomical telescope in his own kitchen, for a few dollars and a couple of weeks’ work. It was a revelation. Like thousands of other kids, I borrowed a copy of Ingalls’s Amateur Telescope Making from the public library and went ahead. Tell me, have you ever built a telescope of your own?”

“No, I’m an engineer, not an astronomer. I wouldn’t know how to begin the job.”







Saturn Rising by Arthur C. Clarke

PYTANIA

1. What was the narrator’s profession?

a) He was a lecturer at the University of Chicago.

b) He was an astronomer studying  Saturn.

c) He was an astronaut.

d) He was an expert on telescope making.

2. What did the narrator say about his contacts with other people?

a) He liked to talk to people with unusual ideas.

b) He liked lecturing.

c) He liked to talk to university lecturers.

d) He was ready to talk to people at all times of the day.

3. In what circumstances did the narrator first meet Mr. Morris Perlman?

a) Mr. Morris Perlman had attended the narrator’s lecture at the University.

b) The narrator and Mr. Perlman had a formal breakfast together.

c) The narrator and Mr. Perlman met accidentally at a breakfast table the day after lecture.

d) Mr. Perlman joined the narrator at breakfast the day after lecture.

4. What were the narrator’s impressions concerning Mr. Perlman?

a) He looked like a businessman fascinated with his job.

b) He could be a businessman living outside Chicago.

c) He looked like a highly successful businessman with good manners.

d) He seemed to be a successful businessman with a passion for astrology.

5. When could their meeting have taken place?

a) in the 1950s

b) in the 1960s

c) in the 1980s

d) much later than in the 1980s

6. What did Mr. Perlman say about his earliest fascination with Saturn?

a) As a small child he would spend much time looking at pictures of Saturn admiring the originality of the planet.

b) As a small child he wanted to become an astronomer to see the planet by himself.]

c) As a small child he constantly tried to understand that Saturn was a real planet.

d) As a small child he used to marvel at the mysteries of the whole universe.

7. What discovery did Mr. Perlman make when he was about 15 years old?

a) He found that it was extremely easy and cheap to make his own telescope.

b) He found that other youngsters shared his interests and wanted look at Saturn through a telescope.

c) He found that his local library was full of manuals which could help him to build a telescope.

d) He found that he needed a manual to start building his own telescope. 
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