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Konkurs Jêzyka angielskiego 2001 / 2002 READING





A


You are going to read a newspaper article about Venice. Choose a sentence from the list A-H which best summarises each part (1-6) of the article. There is one extra sentence, which you do not need to use. There is an example at the beginning (0)





A�
You can escape from the crowds and witness the creation of beautiful objects – but beware of the water�
�
B�
 Everyday life takes place on and near the water�
�
C�
Emptied canals have revealed layers of history – and caused a great tragedy. �
�
D�
This is not a city for the faint – hearted, as there are dangers around every corner�
�
E�
 Going further a field, you can find beautiful scenery and a peaceful atmosphere.�
�
F�
It may seem to be exclusively a place of magical excitement, but there is more to it than that.�
�
G�
Darkness creates an intriguing atmosphere, which can only be experienced in Venice.�
�
H�
From viewing great masterpieces to catching glimpses of cafe life, there is no end of things to see and to do.�
�






					WINTER IN VENICE
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February in Venice is carnival season, where things are far from what they seem, and it is impossible                 to distinguish between the performers and the spectators. People flit through the alleys and ghostly masks hang from the ceilings and walls of tiny shops. It is easy to get caught up in the crowds of people who have come to Venice for the carnival, to munch on fritelle, small doughnuts made only during carnival season, and to forget  that there is more to Venice than just entertainment. 
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Venice is a working, modern city, not a museum and certainly not a theme park. Rubbish collectors moor their dust carts at breakwaters every morning as people appear  from their houses to buy groceries from floating shops. They go to work by boat and walk along the waterfront eating ice-cream on Sundays.
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One place to find the real city is in the black mud of the Rio di San Luca, a canal which was drained over a year ago. An archaeological rubbish dump has been revealed made up of the remains of centuries of ordinary Venetians’ lives. Among other things, ancient chicken bones, shopping trolleys and coins from Byzantine, Ottoman and Napoleonic times have been uncovered.  Unfortunately the destruction of La Fenice, the city’s glorious opera house, was partly caused by the fact that several nearby canals had been drained. Because they where dry, fire fighters  had no water to pump onto the blaze.
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Of course, the real Venice is not just  boring daily life or the rest of history. Its churches house some of Europe’s finest art., including Tintoretto’s “Paradise” which is the largest oil painting in the world. For  many visitors there is just too much to take in – too many churches. Crowds are thickest in Piazza San Marco, where children caught up in the excitement queue to have  their faces painted, and tourists and revellers alike gather in the Café Florian, making it seem like a curiosity shop into which passers-by peer.
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Should the crowds become too much for you, it is easy to escape to one of Venice’s outlying islands, which are barely visible across the lagoon in the chilly winter mist. After the cemetery island of San Michele you come to Murano, where glass is still being made. It is blown, rolled and twisted in ways that have not changed since the 13th century. Fine Murano glass is found in museums everywhere, but the workshops where it is made are filling the surrounding water with arsenic, meaning that the lagoon is becoming severely polluted. But apart from the traditional July dip in the Adriatic after the fiesta del Rendetore fireworks, and the occasional hapless visitor who slips on slimy steps, no one swims in the lagoon.
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Beyond Murano lies Burano, where the houses are painted in powder blue, brick red and every colour in between. The slow tolling of the monastery bell on neighbouring  Torcello  across the water somehow emphasises the calmness of the outlying islands, creating an atmosphere which is in absolute contrast to the sometimes devastating noise and crowds of Venice itself.
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Nightlife in Venice is reputed to be dull, but after dark it is one of the most thrilling cities on earth. If you’re lucky a thick fog will roll in. Stone walls begin to drip; you hear snatches of conversations, and footsteps and voices echo from shadowy alleys. It is certainly a fascinating experience, one that is unique to this beautiful, multi-faceted city.
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Read the text and decide whether the sentences below are true (T) or false(F).











					PETS





Mice are not perfect pets because you have to catch them before you can play with them. Cats are fun to have but they can ruin your garden. And hamsters are unresponsive and solitary. If you want to play with them you have to get up in the night because that’s when they are awake. These comments are all in a recent report in the British magazine called WHICH? It’s a consumer magazine which usually investigates thing like washing machines and tape recorders, and tells its readers which makes give value for money. This time it investigated pets and compared prices, running costs, maintenance and durability. Altogether, WHICH? Looked at 1,600 people and their 2,088 pets, including a hedgehog and a snail. Dogs are at the top of the magazine’s list, especially very large or very small ones. They give their owners four hours of entertainment every day and live for many years, although they do cost a lot to run. Horses and ponies are expensive to buy, costing from 300 to 1,000 £, and expensive to feed, at ca. 10 £ a week. But they come second after dogs in terms of giving  pleasure to their owners. The report weighed up the advantages and the disadvantages . Tortoises are durable but ‘fail to return love’ or show affection! Guinea pigs need a special diet, but when they are well and healthy, they do make useful lawnmowers. Goldfish are cheap to buy and to run but they are very boring. One goldfish owner in five ignores his pet completely. But whatever  WHICH? says, pet owners will continue to love their unresponsive hamsters, their cold tortoises and their dull goldfish. 








1. “Which?” is a specialist magazine for pet owners and veterinary doctors. 	(    )


2. The magazine surveyed more pets than owners.					(    )


3. 25% of goldfish owners do not respond to the fish at all.				(    )


4. Guinea pigs and cats ca both help the owner with garden work.			(    )


5. You may expect the tortoise to live very long.					(    )
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Read the text. For questions 1-4 choose the answer (A, B, C) which you think fits best according to the text 				


So you want to join the police?





Fay Rowan interviews Errol Mason, a young police officer from Bristol.


 When I contacted police Constable Errol Mason, he was just finishing a nine-day night shift and was understandably trying to catch up on lost sleep. ”It’s hard to sleep during the day but you just have to try”, said Errol, “otherwise you end you exhausted.”


	I asked him when we could meet for a chat. “What about coming along to the ice rink on Tuesday evening – say, about eight?” he suggested. Errol told me that he spent most of his free time playing ice hockey. So the following Tuesday evening I sat and watched Errol skating across the ice. Later, over a cup of coffee, I asked him what his job in the police involved.


	“Many people have only one image of the police. They think we spend our time chasing criminals in fast cars with wailing sirens and flashing lights,” said Errol with a grin. “in fact, that’s only one small part of the job. A lot of police work can be quite boring. You can be on the desk doing routine office work for a whole month at a time. Then the next month you may be driving around on patrol. Then, perhaps you’re “on the beat” for a bit.”


	Errol told me that on of the most interesting parts of the job was in fact “ community policing”. I asked him what this involved. “ you have your own special area which you have to patrol. It really means being on the beat: walking round keeping your eyes open, making sure you know what’s going on, chatting to people, basically trying to prevent the crime.”


	Thinking of some of the recent ugly scenes at football matches and demonstrations, I asked Errol if he was conscious of the dangers involved and if he was ever frightened. “Sometimes, yes,” he replied. “ anyone would be. It’s just one of the things  you learn to accept. Violence is always frightening and a lot more people nowadays are carrying weapons – knives, coshes and so on. Except in extreme circumstances, all we carry are truncheons, handcuffs and a radio.” When I asked if the regular hours of police work affected his social life, Errol smiled. “My girlfriend gets a bit annoyed – she says I’m either on night shift or I’m playing ice hockey! But it’s not like being a doctor. When you’re off duty, that’s it. It has to be a real emergency like a major riot or something to be called out on your night off.”


	If you think police work sounds like the job for you, write for more information.


�


According to Errol the best part of his job is:


Working on night shift.


Driving around in fast cars.


Doing “ community policing”





He thinks his job is:


More ordinary than people imagine.


More exciting than people imagine


Easier than people imagine.





He says that police work is more dangerous nowadays because:


There are so many more football matches and demonstrations


More people are carrying dangerous weapons.


The police only carry a truncheon and handcuffs.





Errol’s girlfriend is annoyed because:


He doesn’t spend enough time with her.


He’s always being called out when he’s off duty.


He never gets any time off.








	    


